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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ohta 
(US 2001/0029531). 

Referring to Claim 1 , Ohta teaches a method of selecting a printer on a network 
to receive a file to be printed on the instigation of a mobile device (fig. 2), the method 
comprising: 

sending at least one user preference from the mobile device to a networked print 
controller, the print controller having access to predetermined properties of a plurality of 
networked printers (see lines 6-8 of paragraph [0007]), 

matching at least one of the predetermined properties of the plurality of 
networked printers with the at least one user preference (see lines 8-10 of paragraph 
[0007]), and 

selecting the printer that is to print the file in accordance with the results of 
matching at least one of the predetermined properties of the plurality of networked 
printers with the at least one user preference (see lines 10-12 of paragraph [0007]). 
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Claim 23 has similar limitations as claim 1 . 

Referring to Claim 16, Haines teaches a method of printing a file to a networked 
printer at the instigation of a mobile device (fig. 2), the method comprising: 
selecting a networked printer comprising: 

sending at least one user preference from the mobile device to a networked print 
controller, the print controller having access to predetermined properties of a plurality of 
networked printers (see lines 6-8 of paragraph [0007]), 

matching at least one of the predetermined properties of the plurality of 
networked printers with the at least one user preference (see lines 8-10 of paragraph 
[0007]), and 

selecting the printer that is to print the file in accordance with the results of 
matching at least one of the predetermined properties of the plurality of networked 
printers with the at least one user preference (see lines 10-12 of paragraph [0007]), and 
transmitting the file to the selected printer for printing (see lines 12-14 of paragraph 
[0007]). 

Claim 25 has similar limitations as claim 16. 

Referring to Claim 22, Haines teaches an apparatus adapted to select a network 
printer to receive a file to be printed on the instigation of a mobile device, the network 
having at least one communications point for providing access to devices on the 
network from the mobile device (fig. 2), the apparatus comprising: 

a print controller connected to the network and having access to predetermined 
properties of a plurality of networked printers; the print controller being arranged to 
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receive at least one user preference from the mobile device via the communications 
point (see lines 6-8 of paragraph [0007]); and 

a matching arrangement adapted to match at least one of the predetermined 
properties of the printers with the at least one user preference (see lines 10-12 of 
paragraph [0007]), and to select the printer that is to print the file in accordance with 
results of the match (see lines 10-14 of paragraph [0007]). 

Referring to Claims 2 and 24, Ohta also teaches determining a location of the 
mobile device relative to at least one wireless communication point of the network by 
measuring a transmitted wireless signal strength of the at least one wireless 
communication point at the current location of the mobile device (see lines 1-5 of 
paragraph [0058]); 

wherein sending at least one user preference from the mobile device to a 
networked print controller comprises transmitting the measured signal strength to the 
print controller via the network (see lines 7-9 of paragraph [0058]); 

wherein matching at least one of the predetermined properties of the plurality of 
networked printers with the at least one user preference comprises comparing the 
measured wireless signal strength at the mobile device with a plurality of stored wireless 
signal strengths of the at least one communications point at each of the printer locations 
(see lines 9-1 1 of paragraph [0058]); and 

wherein selecting the printer that is to print the file comprises selecting a printer 
to send the file to having the best match resulting from comparing the measured 
wireless signal strength at the mobile device with a plurality of stored wireless signal 
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strengths of the at least one communications point at each of the printer locations (see 
lines 9-15 of paragraph [0058]). 

Referring to Claims 3 and 4, Ohta also teaches selecting at least one print 
requirement for the file, and communicating the print requirement to the print controller, 
wherein matching at least one of the predetermined properties of the plurality of 
networked printers with the at least one user preference comprises comparing the at 
least one print requirement with the predetermined abilities of each of the networked 
printers and the selecting step comprises excluding all printers that do not have the 
desired at least one print requirement (see paragraph [0040]). 

Referring to Claim 5, Ohta also teaches the predetermined abilities of the printers 
stored in the print controller and the method further comprises retrieving the stored 
predetermined abilities (see lines 4-6 of paragraph [0007]). 

Referring to Claims 6, 7 and 8, Ohta also teaches the predetermined abilities of 
the printers are stored remotely from the print controller and the method further 
comprises retrieving the stored predetermined abilities from the remote store (see lines 
4-10 of paragraph [0007]). 

Referring to Claim 9, Ohta also teaches matching at least one of the 
predetermined properties of the plurality of networked printers with the at least one user 
preference comprises comparing at least one of the current number and size and print 
jobs in each of the printers' memories and selecting the printer that is to print the file 
comprises selecting the printer with the lowest number and/or size of print jobs (see 
paragraph [0037]). 
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Referring to Claim 10, Ohta also teaches selecting the printer that is to print the 
file comprises selecting the printer having its strongest signal strength from the same 
wireless communication point as that of the strongest signal strength of the mobile 
device (see paragraph [0058]). 

Referring to Claim 1 1 , Ohta also teaches the network comprises a plurality of 
wireless communication points and the strongest signal strengths of the printer and the 
mobile device are equal, and selecting the printer that is to print the file further 
comprising selecting the printer having its second strongest signal strength from the 
same wireless communication point as that of the second strongest signal strength of 
the mobile device (see paragraph [0058] noting that the user can select the printer in 
paragraph [0007]). 

Referring to Claim 12, Ohta also teaches the network comprises a plurality of 
wireless communication points and selecting the printer that is to print the file comprises 
selecting the printer having the largest number of non-zero signal strengths of the 
wireless communication points in common with the measured signal strengths at the 
mobile device (see paragraph [0058] noting that the user can select the printer in 
paragraph [0007]). 

Referring to Claim 13, Ohta also teaches displaying to the user a list of details of 
a plurality of best-matched printers suitable for unique selection and selecting the printer 
that is to print the file further comprising the user manually selecting one of the printers 
on the list (see paragraphs [0007] and [0048]). 
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Referring to Claim 14, Ohta also teaches displaying to the user a list of details of 
a plurality of best-matched printers suitable for unique selection comprises displaying 
the actual location of each of the plurality of best-matched printers (see paragraph 
[0048]). 

Referring to Claim 15, Ohta also teaches sending to the mobile device a map of 
directions to the selected printer, a set of audio or written directions to the selected 
printer or a selected printer location name (see paragraph [0044]). 

Referring to Claims 17 and 26, Ohta also teaches the file stored on the mobile 
device, is transmitted to the print controller via a wireless communication point and 
subsequently forwarded onto the selected printer for print out (see paragraph [0004]). 

Referring to Claims 18 and 27, Ohta also teaches the file stored on a networked 
file server, is selected by the mobile device and subsequently sent to the selected 
printer for print out by the print controller (see paragraph [0007]). 

Referring to Claims 19-21 and 28, Ohta also teaches accessing the relevant 
printer driver for the selected printer from a plurality of printer drivers stored at the print 
controller or a networked location accessible by the print controller (see paragraph 
[0007]). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eugene Yun whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7860. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am-6:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew D. Anderson can be reached on (571)272-4177. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 
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